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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy 

Vacancy-Vicar   
Vacant –House for Duty Assistant Curate  
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the  
Archbishop’s Permission To Officiate (PTO) 
Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 

  
Readers   
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318  
Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 307479  
Mr David Rumbelow 306056  
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  
Mrs Pam Dean                                303278                    
Mrs Barbara Myerscough (in training) 303331 
                                                                                             

         Recognised Parish Assistants                                    W = Worship      P= Pastoral                 
         
         Dr Brian James                   01377 288148                  W 

Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 W/P 
Mrs Annie Harrison           01377 288070                  W       
Mrs Freda Bailey                01430 873318                  W/P  

         Mrs Lyn Stanton                             302073                  P  
          

Pastoral Team: 
Coordinator:   Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean 
 
Parish Visitors:  
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke 
 
Group Safeguarding Representative:  Revd Les Slow 303888 
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        Pocklington Deanery Synod Representatives: 

       Sue Woodcock, Delia Smith and Bronnie Broadhurst 

       Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council: 

       Hilary Slow, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Julie Ryder, Sue Currier, Louis Taylor, John Douglas, 
Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton, Carol Taylor 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
 

Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mr J Goodhart 368817 
 Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
 
St Margaret, Millington Vacancy  
 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr A Henworth                                        302156  
 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr N Laws        304307  
 Mrs H Slow 303888 
 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mr S Jones 01430 871612 

 Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318



 
 

“Our God is a great big God” 
 
So runs a children’s song which, like most children’s songs, is suitable for children aged up 
to 120! It continues, “and he’s known me and he’s loved me since before the world 
began...” which perfectly describes the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. We may 
sing other more majestic hymns, such as “Holy, holy, holy” and “Immortal, invisible, God 
only wise” but we are praising the same God whose splendour is expressed this Sunday, 
May 27th, Trinity Sunday. 
 Now for an old joke. “Can you advise me what to preach about?” asked a newly 
ordained minister. “Preach about God and preach about ten minutes” came the reply. The 
tragedy is that many people link God with boredom. How strange! How can the one who 
created the universe with its amazing intricacy, and brought life itself into being, possibly be 
boring? How can the one who gave his only Son to die in agony on a cross but then to be 
raised from the dead be, by any stretch of the imagination, boring? How can the one who is 
constantly renewing the earth and changing lives be thought an embarrassing irrelevance? 
 The Church’s besetting sin is the tendency to do without God. Yes, of course we have 
services and celebrate Communion and open our meetings with a prayer, but then we do 
things our own way. And I can be as guilty as the next one. How can we be different? Well, 
maybe we should insert some silences into a service when we really ask God to touch us in 
a fresh way. Maybe if the discussion at a meeting becomes tricky, or we feel we are 
floundering, we should stop and be quiet and listen to that “still, small voice”.  

It is possible to voice opinions about the qualities we want our next vicar to have, but 
not to ask, “Are these God priorities?” Tony and Pam Burdon have thoughtfully initiated our 
weekly prayer gatherings as a way of being together in fellowship as we seek God’s way 
forward. This helps to ground in prayer the process of finding a new priest for the nine 
parishes. We pray that God is already preparing the man or woman of his choice to respond 
to the advert when it appears. On a different point, as Geoff has said, retirement brings 
more time to pray and reflect. Yet busy people need to be sustained by prayer amidst all 
their activity. 
 Trinity Sunday is best used as a call to worship our glorious God and to put him first. 
Less helpful is getting tied up in knots about how even God can be three and one at the 
same time. Yet really it shouldn’t be a problem that God is bigger than our understanding. I 
would be worried if he were not! Trinity is not itself a bible word but a handy way of 
describing God as he shows himself to us. We see him as God the creator, we meet him in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and we rejoice that God the Holy Spirit transformed those first 
disciples at Pentecost and continues to influence us today. 
 God is both almighty and intimate. He made this and every universe but he also cares 
about the details of our lives. He loves us with an everlasting love and one day we shall see 
him face to face. 
 
Yours in Christ                          Rodney Nicholson 
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JOURNEYS INTO PRAYER       June                          Pam and Tony Burdon 
 

This month we are inviting you to join us on a very important prayer journey. We are 
beginning our weekly prayer times, focusing particularly on our benefice at this time of 
'vacancy'. It's very important that we pray for one another and for those in positions of 
responsibility, for the process of finding a new vicar and especially for the person who will 
come to us, whoever he or she might be. You can read elsewhere in the magazine the 
details of where and when we will meet each month. We hope you might consider joining 
us. 
If, however you cannot come or would prefer to pray at home, we would like to offer the 
following way of praying together at this time, even if we are not physically all together! We 
are actually suggesting a very short prayer on a daily basis, remembering all our churches in 
turn. 
 
You may like to use the following prayer, keeping a short silence between each sentence: 
 
Heavenly Father, we ask for your blessing on our benefice at this time...... 
 We pray for love, that we may care for one another..... 
We pray for unity, that we may reach out to one another...... 
We pray for an open heart, that we may listen for your voice and follow where you call..... 
We pray for a new desire to serve you and one another. 
 
Especially today 
 (Monday) we pray for the parishes of St. Martin's, Hayton and St. Giles, Burnby. 
(Tuesday) we pray for the parishes of All Saints, Shiptonthorpe and All Saints, 
Londesborough. 
(Wednesday) we pray for the parish of St. Margaret's, Millington. 
(Thursday) we pray for the parish of St. Ethelburga's, Great Givendale. 
(Friday) we pray for the parishes of St. James, Nunburnholme and St. Mary's, Huggate. 
(Saturday) we pray for the parish of All Saints, Pocklington. 
 
We pray, Lord God, for all who live and work and worship in these places. We pray for great 
wisdom for those who have the responsibility of leading the process of finding our new 
vicar and we pray for the one who will come. We ask that your Holy Spirit will fill and 
empower each of us in whatever part we have to play. 
We ask this for your glory and for the sake of your Kingdom. 
In Jesus' Name, Amen. 
 
You may sometimes have the time to make your way to the place for which you pray, to look 
at each village church in its beautiful setting and hold each village before God in prayer. 
 
With our best wishes, 
Pam and Tony Burdon 
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PRAYING TOGETHER 
 

Pam and Tony Burdon have offered to lead weekly times of prayer during the vacancy and 
look forward to welcoming any who are able to join them at these prayer times. Each 
meeting will last 30 - 45 minutes. The format will be simple and familiar, perhaps in the 
context of Compline. 
These are our plans for our prayer times: 
June: every Thursday at 8.00 pm in Pocklington church 
July: every Thursday at 7.30 pm in Nunburnholme church 
August: every Thursday at 7.00 pm in Huggate church 
September: we hope to meet at Shiptonthorpe, details yet to be decided. 
 
Our thanks to all who have made these arrangements possible. Please note the variations in 
times of our meetings. 
We look forward to praying with you. 
 

                 

 

As our speaker was unable to come on Tuesday, 1st May due to illness we decided to have 

a Communion Service in the Lady Chapel and to incorporate our Wave of Prayer which runs 

from 30th April to 2nd May. The Wave of Prayer is when we pray for 5 Dioceses abroad and 

their leaders, our own Diocese of York and our Diocesan President. It was a lovely service 

and thanks must go to Rodney for leading it and Ken for assisting. 

Thank you to everyone who baked for the Flying Man Festival. We made £204. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5th June when our speaker will be Canon Stella Vernon. 

Her subject is Prison Visiting and how the members came to win an award. 

All are welcome to any of our meetings. 

With many Blessings 

Josie Penter  

                          The next men’s breakfast is on Saturday 16th June at 8.15 for 8.30  

                 The speaker will be Revd Frank Fletcher and his subject “Parson’s Porridge  

Brian Penter                                   
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23rd Psalm for Students 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not flunk 

He keepeth me from lying down when I should be studying 

He leadeth me beside the water cooler for a study break 

He restores my faith in study guides 

He leads me to better study habits 

For my grades' sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of borderline grades 

I will not have a nervous breakdown 

For thou art with me 

My prayers and my friends, they comfort me 

Thou givest me the answer in moments of blankness 

Thou anointest my head with understanding 

My test paper runneth over with questions I recognise. 

Surely passing grades and flying colours shall follow me 

All the days of my examinations 

And I shall not have to dwell in this exam hall forever.  
                         ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know that you can sign up to receive a weekly E-news update from the Diocese? 

Keep up to date with forthcoming events, links to online news stories and download the 

monthly diocesan prayer diary too. 

                                       www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/enews 
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The church loses out on funerals but it’s still an important ministry 
 
Something like half the funerals in this country are no longer conducted by a minister of 
religion, with the proportion of non-religious funerals higher than that in some places, 
although Pocklington still sees a good number of funerals in church. This is partly due to the 
availability of civil celebrants who incidentally are different from humanists. A humanist 
taking a funeral will make no reference to God or faith, whereas a civil celebrant may, at 
the family’s request, include some spiritual element, such as the 23rd Psalm or the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 A bereaved family may see themselves as not religious, so do not want to involve the 
church. They may, usually mistakenly, think that the priest or minister will go on at length 
about God, whereas they wish to focus on their loved one. I say “mistakenly” because I 
certainly talk more in my address at a funeral about the one who has died than about God. I 
do, however, try to “preach the resurrection” in a manner appropriate to the family in front 
of me. Obviously the spiritual tone of a firm believer’s funeral service will differ from that of 
someone who, though a good person, did not express any particular commitment to Christ. 
 The funeral service in the old prayer book gave no space for celebrating the person’s 
life. All that mattered was that a new life lay ahead through Christ. Over the last 40 years – 
the period of my own ministry – the emphasis has switched to making a funeral a 
celebration of life - with different speakers and various styles of entry and exit music. This 
can be good but, as a Roman Catholic priest once said to me, what matters most at the 
point of death is not the life that has been but the anticipation of the life that is to come. 
Humour and light-heartedness have their place but it is important not to trivialise the 
reality of death and the victory of Christ. 
 It is therefore regrettable if anyone avoids the church for their loved one’s funeral 
because they think it may be too heavy. A good funeral service will both give thanks for the 
uniqueness of the person’s life but also – and this is the real celebration – find comfort in 
the Easter hope that we shall live with Christ forever, united with those we have loved. 
 It has to be admitted that sometimes clergy have not helped their own cause. If a 
funeral director gets no reply from ringing the vicarage, he or she cannot be blamed for 
trying someone else. Some families will want a particular priest and so be prepared to wait 
until they get an answer. Others, however, will be less bothered and may well settle for a 
civil celebrant who can be guaranteed to answer the phone at once. After all, it’s their 
livelihood and they want the fee. Then, again families have sometimes been told that Revd 
So-and-so cannot do the day they want, whereas the non-religious celebrant may be more 
amenable. 
 These problems do not arise at Pocklington, where Carole or Sue quickly secures a 
priest or reader, but they can be an issue in some places. Taking a funeral should be seen as 
a great privilege, not as a means of earning a fee, which serving clergy and readers do not 
receive anyway. The church unashamedly offers the hope of eternal life but also pastoral 
support in the here and now. It is a place where heaven and earth intersect. 
 
Rodney Nicholson 
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                                Just a few non poetic thoughts on the Breath of Life.  

 

                               We see God in Jesus, our maker, friend and Saviour, 

                               But The Holy Spirit we never see, 

                               For he is neither flesh nor blood, nor man, nor ghost 

                               But the life breath of our triune God, 

                               God’s very breath which breathed the world into being. 

                               Unseen like the wind, yet even more powerful and creative, 

                               He is God’s very breath of life, of truth, and blessings, 

                              The Third part of our triune Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

                              And without acknowledging he lives in us, we live as those without a life. 

                               He is the power of God, the Living Water, 

                               He bears tongues of fire, and is God’s power in action, 

                               He is our living experience of the presence of our living God, 

                               He is our advocate, and the in dweller of all believers. 

 

                               O Spirit of life, breathe new life into us, 

                               Testify that we are truly God’s children. 

                                Encourager, enabler, Spirit of wisdom, truth and joy 

                               Come into our beings, point out our errors, 

                               For in Jesus we see God, and through you we are guided into His ways.      

                  So come, dwell in us, and enable us to use your gifts for the good of all people, 

                               And above all, to give glory to you, and to God our creator Father, 

                               And to our living Lord Jesus Christ, the great Saviour of our souls. 

Paddy. 

The deadline for the July edition is Friday 22nd June and copy should be 

emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail. com 
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Pocklington Flying Man Festival mentioned in The Times! 

The Pennine Region Balloon Association were up, up and away this year with a flying start 

to this year’s festival . Four balloons took to the skies early Saturday morning taking 

advantage of the good weather and for the first time in several years flying close to All 

Saints Church 

  

  Linda Cossland-Clarke, of the Pennine Region 

Balloon Association, took part in the Flying Man festival 

in Pocklington, Yorkshire, at the weekend. The festival is 

named after Thomas Pelling, who died trying to “fly” in a 

stunt in 1733 … The Times Monday 14th May 2018 

 

By 10am the festival was in full swing with the church bells ringing, a Trumpet Fanfare ,the 

Town Cryer and Djembe Bash African Drums getting proceedings underway.   The Flying 

Man Café was soon busy serving bacon and sausage butties and cakes galore - something to 

please every palate. 

For the first time this year the festival included the Flying Man Challenge, a 50 mile walk or 

cycle ride from Burton Stather , the birth place of Thomas Pelling, to Pocklington. The last 5 

mile from Nunburnholme church formed the Fun Walk which was supported by Pocklington  

Brownies and their leaders. 

  

 

Saturday was a hive of activity, tower tours proved very popular as did the gliding 

simulator, virtual canal tour  and of course the highlight of the day … the duck race… 

watching Alec Ramsden and Phil Gilbank trying to fish the ducks out of the beck was great 

entertainment!  Better luck next time guys! 
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The day was rounded off with a variety concert with music to suit all tastes from Jazz, 

Classical and the musicals.  The ‘Cabaret style’ setting added to the ambience and all the 

performers were well received by an appreciative audience.    

Sunday started with a special festival service of worship followed by coffee and yes you’ve 

guessed it… more bacon butties! 

The weather was very kind to us and the children’s activities soon got underway with flying 

teddies taking centre stage.  This event is always very popular and this year was no 

exception but the zip wire experience is not exclusive to teddies .. this year saw toys of all 

descriptions taking to the skies … even a 3’ long shark got in on the act! 

As the day came to a close a very exhausted band of workers pulled together to make one 

last effort and put the church back to normal ready for the Church’s usual weekly activities. 

As festival Chairman I would like to give a huge thanks to everyone who helped make this 

year’s festival such a success both socially and financially.  Yes it was hard work but well 

worth it!      Susan Currier. 

                    

                                                   Flower Festival 15th -18th September  

                      Another update on the Flower Festival commerating WWW1 

  A meeting was held last week to discuss the details of our role in the festival. 

 Topics discussed were : 

1. The closure of the Church to allow for the setting up of the displays  

2. The removal of the chairs  

3. The role of stewards and when they will be required  

4. Catering arrangements 

 The brochure is in partial draft form and will be a wonderful souvenir to take away  

 A banner has been ordered for display outside  

 Tickets for the preview evening are being printed and will cost £15-details shortly  
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           June Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 3rd June  9.15 am  Family Communion (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 10th June  11.30 am                        Morning Prayer (BCP) St Ethelburga’s School 
 10th  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)  
 24th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 
 Hayton 
 3rd June    9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW)  
 17th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 3rd June  9.15 am All Age Worship  
 10th 9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW)  
 17th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW)  
 20th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 
 Londesborough  
 3rd June 10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 10th  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 24th   10.45 am  Morning Prayer (CW) Baptism follows 
 Millington 
  10th June  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 24th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW)  
 
 Nunburnholme  
 3rd June  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 17th 10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 

 

 Pocklington 
 3rd June  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
 3rd  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)   
 10th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 17th  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 17th   10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) Baptism follows 
 24th   10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) Baptism follows  
 
 Shiptonthorpe                        
 3rd June   10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10th  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 17th   5.30 pm  Special –Open Gardens 
 24th   10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 



14 
 

 

 

 PARISH REGISTERS 

 

          We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 

            

 22nd April   Jacob Larard    Givendale  

   

  

 

 

 

       We have united in Marriage through the love of God 

21st April  James Michael Carpenter and Emily Rachel Scatcherd 

          (Huggate)  

 

  

 

  

 

               We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

   

2nd May   John Stephenson     Warter 

9th May   Mary Harrage-Wilson   Pocklington 

14th May    Alan Langstaff    Octon 
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2018 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £14.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £29.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £14.00 
 Marriage Service.  £441.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £120.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £190.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00   
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
                                        Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer Doreen Pea 305552 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader             vacancy    

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrators              Sue Currier and Carole Laws       306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

          For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office  

                 For more information about the Church, please visit our websites 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

                                             www. pockflyingman.org.uk 

                                             www.pockflowerfestival.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

